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Thank you, Mr Speaker, for the opportunity to comment on this Statement about people who 

lost their lives from this galamsey issue. It is quite unfortunate and my condolences to the families 

who have lost their loved ones. 

Mr Speaker, for anybody to assume or say that we have lost the fight against galamsey, in my 

opinion, is too early to conclude. I believe what the Government is doing is clear. The issue has 

been stopped, at least for now or reduced to the point where Hon Gyamfi is saying that one can 

see that those rivers are clear now. We also have to remember that the fight against this 

galamsey is not just a new one. The negative issues that we are having about galamsey are not 

new. There have been failed attempts by some Governments in the past as we all know in trying 

to deal with it. 

Mr Speaker, so what I believe  should actually happen just as some Hon Colleagues from the 

other side of the House concluded with, is not to expect that this fight would be over in six months 

by the new Government, but rather, we must unite as a people to fight this together and not to 

take a defeated position of a lost battle as some may describe it, but begin to say that this is 

possible to handle. I sincerely believe that we know people’s lives depend on small scale mining 

and I believe that, the Government is mindful of that. For that reason, all attempts are being 

taken to look at that to make sure that those whose lives depend on galamsey or small-scale 

mining have alternative means to live their lives. 

 Mr Speaker, with these few words, I thank you for the opportunity. 


